Our Mission: “To serve as a living library of locally-sourced native plants for restoration,
conservation, and research, while providing the Diné People access to culturally important
plants for the benefit of the community, culture, wildlife, and land.”
In January and February of 2018, Navajo community members and Navajo Nation agencies/affiliated
organizations were surveyed to determine the current use and anticipated need for native plants on the Navajo
Nation. Surveys were conducted to assess the feasibility of starting a native plant nursery and seed banking program,
called the Diné Native Plants Program (DNPP), to collect, store, and grow native plants for use in restoration,
conservation, and cultural preservation. The survey results, summarized below, were overwhelmingly in favor of the
Diné Native Plants Program and its mission to restore the health and function of Navajo native ecosystems.
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Amazingly, 95% said they currently use
native plants for personal or cultural purposes,
proof of an on-going and essential connection
between Navajo people and plants. 83% of people
surveyed were personally collecting plants from the
wild and food was the most common purpose of
collecting native plant material. Participants were
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plants DNPP should grow. Over 65 plants were
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listed, including Navajo tea, sagebrush, juniper, and
yucca. Finally, 69% of people said they would be interested in
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attending workshops related to traditional uses of native plants.
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The survey results clearly demonstrate a need for locallysourced native plants on the Navajo Nation for both official and
personal use. In fall 2018, the DNPP began seed collecting and storing native
plants with plans to collaborate with the Navajo Forestry Department to use
greenhouse space to grow plants in Fort Defiance, AZ. Species reported in the
surveys will be targeted for seed collection and propagation. In addition, the DNPP
will collaborate with local, tribal, state, and federal partners to restore native
species to degraded land and will also work with communities to host workshops
to educate the public about native plants. We believe the DNPP will develop into a
lasting operation that will encourage more restoration and awareness of native
plants on the Navajo Nation to the benefit of the land and people.
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For more info about the DNPP:
Jesse Mike: jmike@nndfw.org
Nora Talkington: ntalkington@nndfw.org

