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Definitions 
 

Essential Activities includes: (1) activities or tasks essential to the health and safety of one’s 
household (including livestock and pets), such as obtaining critical medical supplies or medication, or 
visiting a health care professional for an imminent health need; (2) obtaining necessary services or 
supplies (such as canned food, dry goods, produce, pet supplies, meat, and any other household 
consumer products, and products necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation, and essential 
operation of a residence); and (3) engaging in daytime outdoor activity such as walking, hiking, or 
running; provided that Essential Activities are performed in limited numbers at all times adhering to 
Social Distancing Standards. (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-003, March 20, 2020). 

Essential Businesses:  Healthcare Operation, Essential Governmental Functions and Essential 
Infrastructure (e.g., courts of law, medical providers for urgent care, public utilities, and critical school 
operations such as nutrition programs).  (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-002., March 
19, 2020 and expanded through Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-003, March 20, 2020 to 
include grocery stores, food banks, convenience stores, hardware stores and other establishments 
engaged in the retail sale of groceries, non-grocery products, wholesale and products necessary to 
maintaining the safety, sanitation and essential operation of residences, among other things.) 
 
Essential Employees:  Those employees identified by Essential Businesses deemed to be necessary 
to the continued operation of those Essential Businesses.  
 
Essential Governmental Functions:  means all services needed to ensure the continuing operation of 
the government agencies and provide for the health, safety and welfare of the public.   (From Public 
Health Emergency Order No. 2020-002, March 19, 2020). 
 
Essential infrastructure:  Public works construction, construction of housing, water, sewer, gas, 
electrical, roads and highways, public transportation, solid waste collection and removal, internet, 
and telecommunications systems (including the provision of essential global, national, and local 
infrastructure for computing services, business infrastructure, communications, and web-based 
services).  (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-003, March 20, 2020). 
 
Gathering: means any grouping together of individuals in a single connected location. (From Public 
Health Emergency Order dated March 18, 2020). 
 
Social Distancing Requirements:  Limiting contact of people within 6 feet from each other.  (From 
Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-002, March 19, 2020). 
 
Social Distancing Standards:  Not shaking hands, standing several feet away from other people, 
avoiding crowds, etc.)  (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-003, March 20, 2020). 
 
Underlying Health Conditions:    Chronic medical conditions including, but not limited to, diabetes, 
heart disease, obesity, cancer, kidney disease, lung disease asthma (moderate to severe), and 
immunocompromised conditions (including cancer treatments). 
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